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For a quarter of an hour the violence of the wind continued on a progressive
scale; at last the walls began to vibrate in such an alarming manner that the
hotel-keeper assembled every one in a room that generally occupies the centre of
all the houses in Calcutta, and the very thick walls of which, cyclone-proof, were
built in such a manner as not to suffer in the event of the fall of the whole
edifice. Most fortunately we had not occasion for making trial of the solidity
of this last refuge: the wind lowered sensibly; the rolling of the thunder, and
the dazzling brilliancy of the lightning which had accompanied the rain from the
beginning, ceased in their turn; and in a few moments a calm succeeded, and
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the sky became blue and limpid again as though nothing had happened, The
streets, however, presented a mournful spectacle: tiles and branches of trees,
signboards, fragments of palanquins and garments, bestrewed them from end to
end. Amongst the rubbish might be seen hundreds of dead crows, bumrds,
kites, and a few small birds which had not been able to resist the wind, and had
been dashed against the houses.

This disaster reminds me that I have forgotten until now to acquaint the
reader with the most celebrated of all the cariosities of Calcutta; I maan the
or adjutants.